Save Our Sandbin
Your Committee have been asked to contribute to the restoration of the Sandbin.  It was recently removed to accommodate temporary buildings erected to provide alternative accommodation for Hatcham Temple Grove, the new Primary School within the Federation.  This need arose because of the disastrous fire at Temple Grove.

Many of you will remember the Sandbin and the eponymous song which was lustily sung on many occasions.  One of the problems is that we do not know when the Sandbin was first erected or who wrote the song. Ned Goddard in his book “Reminiscences of a Headmaster” says “The 'sand bin' which stood originally at the centre of the cross-roads and was removed into the school grounds in 1956. It was the theme of a song composed for a Lit. and Deb. show in 1930, and during the war it became an accepted school song.  After the war it began to be regularly sung at the end of each term - usually followed the the school cry 'Rongongoona"”, but he does not say who wrote the song. Do you know who wrote the song and do you have any idea how long the Sandbin stood outside the School?  If so please let us have whatever information you have.

Your Committee believe that the Sandbin should be preserved and a record of its significance and the words of the song constructed so that present and future Askeans should be aware of its place in all our pasts.  It is intended that the Committee should work with the Federation to find a suitable location for the restored Sandbin within the grounds of the former Boys’ School, and a place in the School building found for the commemorative notice.

A small working party has been formed to work with the Federation and we will keep you informed as to progress.  Following the completion of the relocation it is intended to have a short ceremony of rededication, possibly followed by a lunch.  It has been suggested that OAs would like to contribute to the Restoration Fund.

If you are interested in participating in the project please let me know.  If you would like to make a donation please send me a cheque made out to the Old Askean Association, making sure that you include your full name and address (including e mail where possible), so that we can include your name on the list of donors and send you a photograph of the completed work.
